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I. BELGIAN CUSTOMS ATTACHÉS 
NETWORK



BELGIAN CUSTOMS ATTACHÉS

Brazil

Panama - also accredited for Costa 

Rica & Dominican Republic

China - also accreditated for 

Hong-Kong & Macao

Indonesia - also accreditated

for Vietnam, Singapore, Thaïland & 
Malaysia

https://finance.belgium.be/en/representation-abroad

USA –
Newly created in 2026

https://finance.belgium.be/en/representation-abroad
https://finance.belgium.be/en/representation-abroad
https://finance.belgium.be/en/representation-abroad


II. BELGIAN CUSTOMS

IN CHINA



BELGIAN  CUSTOMS ATTACHÉ

• Customs attachés since 2008 in China

• Covers mainland China, Hong Kong and Macao

• Strong ties with local customs administrations

• Focus on facilitation 

• Current customs attaché: Emmanuel Geronnez

Emmanuel Geronnez - Customs attaché
Tel: +86 166 0150 6174 Belgium : 0257 66 832 (preferred)
Office Email: beijing@minfin.fed.be
Email: emmanuel.geronnez@minfin.fed.be
Address: Embassy of Belgium I San Li Tun Road No.6 I Beijing 100600 I PR China

mailto:beijing@minfin.fed.be
mailto:emmanuel.geronnez@minfin.fed.be


III. CUSTOMS ATTACHES TASKS 



1. HELP INDIVIDUALS AND ECONOMIC OPERATORS

INFORM

ASSIST (eg blocked shipment)

COOPERATE

CUSTOMS BROKERS

LAWYERS

INTERMEDIARY



2. REPRESENTING BELGIAN CUSTOMS, BUILDING A PROFESSIONAL 
NETWORK, INTERNATIONAL EVENTS

Regular contacts with local counterparts

Regular meetings with EU & International customs attachés

Meetings with international and local institutions

Trade missions with Chambers of commerce and regional counsellors

International events



3. FIGHT AGAINST FRAUD

Level Playing Field Ensure safety of the society Collect taxes 

COOPERATE WITH LOCAL CUSTOMS

MAA (eg EU-CHINA 2004) MOUs & LOI
MUTUAL RECOGNITION (eg

AEOs) 



IV. CUSTOMS ATTACHÉ’S HOT LINE, EXAMPLES



New classification of a product with
higher duties or/and more stringent

conditions
Beers

Mix-Up : wrong shipment sent to 
China

Market prospection : Can I import 
goods from China?

Flowers

Market prospection : how to 
register my products in China

Pesticides

Shipment blocked in Belgium
Hardware components

How to get e-vignettes 705? 
New car brand in Belgium

How to temporarily import 
devices?

Reporting



BELGIAN  REPRESENTATION  IN CHINA



V. SOME MILESTONES OF E - COMMERCE 
MODERNIZATION IN THE EU



A TWO PARTS REFORM OF E - COMMERCE IN THE EU
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EU VAT e-commerce package – EF July 1, 2021 EU CUSTOMS CODE RECAST – EF September 20, 2026

Abolition of Exemption Thresholds

Abolition of the €22 VAT exemption 
loophole, making VAT due on the very first 

cent of imports

Abolition of the €150 customs duty
exemption + temporary 3 euros flat 

customs duty

Platform Liability (Deemed suppliers & importers)

Marketplaces became "deemed suppliers" 
legally forcing platforms to collect VAT at 

checkout instead of leaving it to the 
consumer or individual seller

The reform introduces the "Deemed Importer" 
rule. Online marketplaces and non-EU platforms 

are now legally responsible for fulfilling all 
customs formalities, paying the duties, and 

ensuring product compliance for imported goods

Portal centralization (IOSS, EU CUSTOMS DATA HUB) 

The IOSS portal was built so businesses 
could register in one EU country to report 
and pay import VAT across all 27 member

states

The EU is establishing a centralized EU Customs 
Authority that will manage a new EU Customs Data 
Hub. Instead of dealing with 27 different national 

customs systems, e-commerce platforms must log all 
transactional and product data into this single, 

unified EU repository



VI. CUSTOMS REFORM



EU CUSTOMS CODE RECAST : WHAT?
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WHY WAS A RECAST NECESSARY? 

O
N

E 
C

U
ST

O
M

S 
TE

R
R

IT
O

R
Y

No Internal Borders: Goods move freely between member countries 
without customs duties, quotas, or internal declarations
Common External Tariff (CET): All member nations apply uniform
duties and commercial policies to goods entering from outside the bloc
Legal Basis: Governed primarily by the Union Customs Code (UCC)

Act As One at the Border
By replacing fragmented networks 
with a centralized system, the EU 

intends to block illicit traders from
exploiting differences between

member state border checkpoints

A "Strategic Imperative" for 
Economic Security

Gives EU authorities the real-time visibility
they need to more efficiently enforce 

international sanctions, prevent product
safety violations, & implement

environmental standards on imported
goods

Managing the « Parcel 
Surge »

Former framework more built for large 
traditional freight, not billions of individual

small mail packages. Shifting the legal
accountability to large online marketplaces 

is deemed necessary to stop massive 
revenue loss and product safety gaps at 

the border

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=CAEShAEB6zswFaGFf4xfIN_tmFNpDSGHkrCLgu7F42E66qt_YoVp7fGTWfU03Zr__kIfKs1S--l51HXkeISik_gddN6mk28gUVeZ0fQo6ZdQAHS9B7ibHfGvdsDSgYknjb9xYjc9L47chf2xGAKwxHpdl-M72-xk_eHRPtMcWMEYevcflrxd2Ns&uoh=2&ved=2ahUKEwj8zbywtJiXAxX7gv0HHTZYPKAQy_kOeggIAggBCCcQDA&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw2subLaDv6UcBWdBthRgxSk&ust=1790930024040000


EU CUSTOMS CODE RECAST: HOW?
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MAJOR PILLARS OF THE REFORM

1

NEW RULES FOR e-COMMERCE
Managing the surge of small parcels

2

TRUST & CHECK TRADERS
Simplifying and streamlining the customs 

obligations

3

ENSURING COMPLIANCE & PRODUCT SAFETY



EU CUSTOMS CODE RECAST : WHEN?
CALENDAR OF THE REFORM : A MULTI - YEAR PHASED TRANSITION
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2026 2027 2028 2031 2034

Abolition of the 150 
EUR customs duties
exemption, 3 euros 

temp. customs duties
07/01/26

Entry into force of 
New Customs code : 

EUCA, some e-
commerce provisions, 
delegation for IA and 

DA
09/20/26

November latest, new 
provisions regarding PID 

and HF applicable

Adoption of IA and DA, 
entry into force of the 

majority of the 
provisions of the new 

UCC 
1 year after publication

Data-hub becomes
mandatory for e-

commerce (distance 
sales), end of temporary
customs duty of 3 euros

07/01/28

Voluntary expansion of 
EUCDH

03/01/2031

Evaluation of new UCC 5 
years after entry into

force

EUCDH becomes fully
mandatory
03/01/2034

Evaluation of 
Centralized
Clearance
12/31/27

Trust and 
check scheme

launch 
September 27



EU CUSTOMS CODE RECAST : ADVANTAGES
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GROWING YOUR BUSINESS IN EUROPE

A SINGLE ENTRY POINT: You 
will no longer have to navigate
27 different national customs 
systems. The new EU Customs 
Data Hub will allow data to be

submitted just once for the 
entire European market, 

dramatically reducing
administrative complexity

FAIR AND TRANSPARENT 
MARKET: By closing old

tax loopholes that allowed
low-quality or non-

compliant goods to enter 
the market, the EU is

leveling the playing field. 
Legitimate businesses will

no longer be unfairly
undercut on price

THE "TRUST & CHECK" 
GREEN LANE: Transparent, 
compliant exporters will be
able to leverage a premium 
"Trust & Check" status. This 
means their shipments can 
pass through borders with

minimal physical
inspections and faster

clearance times

This reform is built to reward partners who prioritize quality and 
compliance, making them more competitive in Europe than ever before

1
2

3



VII. EXAMPLES



For all shipments (B2C) from outside the EU with a value of up to €150

From July 1, 2026, to July 1, 2028

Flat customs duty of €3 per product category

EU regulation applicable in Belgium !

NEW TEMPORARY CUSTOMS DUTY OF €3 PER PRODUCT CATEGORY
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€3 TEMPORARY CUSTOMS DUTY PER ITEM

In practice, this will often just seem like €3 per order, 
but strictly speaking, it's per type of item.

“Item” = product category according to 
customs code/tariff line

Not strictly per package: 1 type of item → €3

Multiple items → €3 each

€3 CUSTOMS DUTY PER ITEM

23



EXAMPLE  1 

Belgian  consumer : order on a 
platform

ONLINE STORE: AN ORDER OF 
GOODS SHIPPED FROM CHINA

2 PANTS IN 1 PACKAGE 1 X €3 BECAUSE 1 ITEM 

Jeans

Purchase  amount <= € 150

1 product category/customs 
code/tariff line
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EXAMPLE 2

Belgian  consumer : order on a 
platform

ONLINE STORE: AN ORDER OF 
GOODS SHIPPED FROM CHINA

MULTIPLE ITEMS IN 1 PACKAGE
3 X €3 BECAUSE 3 DIFFERENT 

ITEMS

Jeans

Earrings

Shoes

Purchase  amount <= € 150

3 product categories  
customs code/tariff line
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H1 H7

“Classic” import E- commerce import

Complete declaration Simplified declaration

Shipment ≤ € 150

Standard customs duty
For B2C < 150 EUR, €3 per product 

category

Temporary customs duty: €3 per 
product category

*From July 1, 2026, to July 1, 2028

CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS: THE TWO MAIN TYPES OF IMPORT 
DECLARATIONS (H1 AND H7)
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IN NEED OF MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT BELGIAN CUSTOMS?

In China:

o Customs attaché in Beijing, M. Emmanuel Geronnez

In Belgium: 

o The economic support team of Belgium customs : da.mf.es@minfin.fed.be

o website: https://finance.belgium.be/en/customs_excises

mailto:da.mf.es@minfin.fed.be
https://finance.belgium.be/en/customs_excises
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