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Our diplomats in China play a key role in supporting economic
relations between the two countries and the development of
Belgian investment. The Chamber was delighted to be visited by
Ms Cathy Buggenhout, Consul-General of Belgium in Shanghai,
Mr Johan d’Halleweyn, Consul-General in Guangzhou, and Mr
Evert Marechal, Consul-General in Hong Kong. Their commit-
ment, openness and perseverance in assisting our businesses is
the best remedy for the feelings of pessimism our countrymen
can sometimes have at this time of economic crisis.

Food scandals in China a few months ago and in Europe this
last week have underlined the importance of an efficient
control agency.

The Belgian Federal Agency for the Safety of the Food Chain
(FASFC) is playing a key role in our country to protect the
interest of consumers. Their actions have consequences for
exporters of food products to China. The agency’s dynamic
CEO, Mr Gil Houins, explains the role of the agency in the
trade of animals, plants and food between Belgium and China.

After nearly four years in Beijing as Belgian Ambassador to
China, Mr Patrick Nijs will leave his post at end of April. On
behalf of our Chamber and its members, | should personally
like to thank Ambassador Nijs for the help he has provided
to the Belgian private sector in China. If a problem arose we
knew that by getting in touch with Ambassador Nijs a solution
would be found. It is always a pleasure to meet diplomats
with respect for the country they are posted to. Mr Nijs has
also knowledge of Chinese culture. | wish him a great deal of
success for the future. W

Bernard Dewit, Chairman
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Belgian-Chinese relationship an example for

relations between China and Europe

Min Yan
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More than 450 people attended the Belgian-Chinese Economic
and Commercial Council's Chinese Year of the Snake celebration
at the magnificent Egmont Palace in Brussels on 27 February.
Belgian and Chinese guests from all sectors took part in this festive
event which was held in the presence of H.E. Mr Liao Ligiang,
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Belgium, and Mr
André Flahaut, President of the Belgian House of Representatives.

Mr Bernard Dewit, Chairman of the BCECC hosted the reception
and welcomed the guests. Addresses by Ambassador Liao and
President Flahaut followed.

“Your presence tonight is real encouragement for our Chamber
to continue developing its activities. The BCECC has more than
600 members and we organise more and more activities each
year. This is the result of the attention to China in Belgium and
the growing attraction of our country and regions for Chinese
companies,” Mr Dewit said.

Ambassador Liao described the success of Belgian and Chinese
economic and trade relations in recent years. “Last year, the Year
of the Dragon, was a very good year for Chinese and Belgian
relationships, and the relations between our two countries can be
said to be the example for the development of relations between
China and Europe. In 2012, despite the negative factors of the
economic environment, Sino-Belgian trade and investment was
very encouraging,” he said.

“China is still Belgium’s sixth largest trading partner in the EU and
its second largest trading partner outside the EU. China is the first
Belgian investment market in Asia. According to a survey by the
European Union Chamber of Commerce in China showing perfor-
mance of European companies in the Chinese market, the return
on investment is higher than other regions. Belgian business
investment in China has reached $1.3 billion, the China-Belgium
Direct Equity Investment Fund has accumulated 38 investment
projects in China and investment income reached 13.5 million
euro. There are three similar investment funds existing between
China and Belgium, which is a unique feature of the cooperation
between China and European countries. In Belgian exports to
China in 2012, diamonds alone reached $1.76 billion.”
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Ambassador Liao continued: “Chinese investment in Belgium is
also growing fast. For example, the GEELY-VOLVO Gent factory
produced 250.000 cars last year - a half of the total number of
cars produced in Belgium. This also led to a number of local sup-
porting businesses and local employment. In addition, Chinese
companies such as HNA, COSCO, Huawei, ZTE Corporation,
Bank of China and the China Industrial and Commercial Bank
have all invested in Belgium, increasing local employment. In
2013 | believe that our two countries will achieve greater deve-
lopment of cooperation in various fields.”

Mr Flahaut noted that this celebration of the Chinese New Year
was a good opportunity to meet the many friends of China in
Belgium and the Chinese community, as well as a good time
for Belgian researchers and university centres to renew their
contacts with their Chinese counterparts.

“For many years the Belgian Regions and Communities have
establishing fruitful cooperation agreements with various regional
and academic partners in China, while the Confucius Institute
and Chinese companies have found their way to Belgium, inves-
ting in its unique position and qualities,” he said.

“China has shown for more than 20 years that it can deliver to its
citizens and to the world. | won't make a list of all the progress
made since Deng Xiaoping launched the country on the path to
modernisation but, as a friend of China, | can make comparisons.
Since | first went to China, years ago, | have been able to measure
not only the quality of its red and green tea but also the full extent
of these tremendous social and economic changes. Production
and exports rose continuously, poverty declined dramatically,
savage rivers were tamed, new infrastructure was built and living
standards increased tremendously while high scientific achieve-
ments demonstrated the return of China to the world stage.”

At the same time, he said, there was flip side to the coin - environ-
mental problems were becoming acute and income inequalities
were now a serious issue. Tensions also existed in the regions,
especially regarding correct delimitation of exclusive economic
zones and of the continental shelf.

“I am very confident that the new leadership will address these
important challenges and that we can enter a new period of
harmonious development to the benefit of all, not only in China,
but also for the good of China-EU and Chinese-Belgian relations.
Such developments could be seen as a precondition to opening
the way to a new peaceful and prosperous age for China, for Asia
and for the world,” he concluded.

After their addresses Ambassador Liao Ligiang and Mr Flahaut
mingled with the guests. M
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1. From left to right: Ambassador Liao, President Flahaut, Mr Bernard Dewit and
Mr Henri Lederhandler, vice-Chairman of the BCECC / (\ZEFIAT) B Aaik
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2-7. The Chinese Year of the Snake celebration at the Egmont Palace in Brussels
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Exciting work and life experiences in China
ST R U B2 5 R R T b —

To mark the new Chinese Year of the Snake, the BCECC hosted
a lunch meeting with Belgian diplomats posted to China. The
event took place at the Cité du Dragon restaurant in Brussels
on 8 February. The Consuls General in Shanghai, Ms Cathy
Buggenhout, Guangzhou, Mr Johan d’Halleweyn, and Hong
Kong, Mr Evert Marechal, together with more than 60 members
of the BCECC joined the luncheon in order to exchange points of
view on strengthening bilateral economic and trade relations, and
cooperation opportunities.

‘I would still like to increase the volume of investment of both sides’

Ms Cathy Buggenhout was appointed Belgium’s Consul General
in Shanghai in September 2012. After almost six months in her
post, she said: “Shanghai is a city that offers opportunity and
a vast gama of business activities. Our business in Shanghai
involves all sectors of the economy. First, it is important that the
Consulate General contributes to the development and economic
activities of our enterprises established in Shanghai; second,
our relationship with the Shanghai authorities is extremely
friendly both on a commercial level, such as with the Shanghai
MOFCOM, and with the Shanghai Foreign Affairs Office. We often
establish exchanges and dialogues with Chinese institutions or
state enterprises, such as the Shanghai International Port Export
or Shanghai social and science academic institutes... We hold
regular meetings at the Consulate General not only between
Belgian and Chinese businessmen, but also between Chinese
and Belgian universities which are extremely active in China.”

“There is a large Belgian community (960 Belgians) in Shanghai
and our visa service is also very busy with 6,000 visas delivered
a year,” she said. Ms Buggenhout added that, together with the
three regions, the Consulate General would promote Chinese
tourism in Belgium. “We hope this will reap success. I'm an
ambitious woman - | would still like to increase the volume of
investment in both Belgium and China. | believe that the econo-
mic growth potential is huge and that there are plenty of opportu-
nities for our two countries.”

‘Encourage Belgian entrepreneurs to exploit the Chinese market’

Mr Johan d’Halleweyn, appointed Consul General in Guangzhou
more than three years ago, said “It is an exciting work and life
experience in Guangdong. China is a rapidly developing country,
especially in the south and Guangdong Province which is very
dynamic. As one of China’s largest provinces, the economic
growth of Guangdong province is impressive, but Guangdong is
still not well enough known among our Belgian entrepreneurs.
Only around 50 Belgian enterprises have invested in Guangdong
because often the first choice of many businesses will be Beijing,
Shanghai or Hong Kong. The Consulate General is therefore com-
mitted to promoting Belgium in the Guangdong region. In 2011,
for example, we organised a major event named the Belgium
Festival where we presented a range of typical Belgian products
- beer, chocolates, diamonds, fashion, cartoons - and we had a
lot of local visitors.”

Mr d’Halleweyn considered that, despite the current economic
crisis, the economic and trade relationship between China and
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1. (Right) Ms Cathy Buggenhout, Consul General in Shanghai / (1) L&A 559
AR S

2. (Right) Mr Johan d’Halleweyn, Consul General in Guangzhou / (4/7) FEA I 5
TN Ak AR ST

3. Mr Evert Marechal, Consul General in Hong Kong / 3 75k i 4 F 1 i1

4-6 Lunch meeting with Belgian diplomats posted to China at the Cité du Dragon
restaurant in Brussels / “4M8E H 7 A4 WL 2

Belgium was better than ever. “Of course we see more and more
Belgian companies settled in China and achieving very good
results,” he said. “I hope to continue encouraging Belgian entre-
preneurs to exploit the Chinese market.”

‘Hong Kong is strategically the ideal place for doing husiness with
China and other Asian countries’

Mr Evert Marechal arrived in Hong Kong as Consul General a year
and a half ago. “Hong Kong is a fantastic place, very efficient and
excellent place for networking,” he said. “The city has excellent
expertise and is a first-class financial centre, and for all these
reasons is a strategically ideal place for doing business with China
and other Asian countries.”

Some 1060 Belgians are living in Hong Kong with many people
trading or doing business in the financial sector, logistics and
transport, thus mainly in the service industry. HK had a flexible
economy and was still showing sustained growth momentum.

“Belgium is famous for its chocolates, diamonds, beer and the
art of good living, but we are also trying to show the lesser known
side of Belgium - for example, research and innovation, and
design. This is why we are very pleased to have been selected as
a partner country participating in the Design Business Week, a
great annual event in HK. | am very happy working and living in
HK. This is a unique, first life-experience life in Asia,” Mr Marechal
concluded. W (Min Yan)
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Food Agency supervises the trade of animals, plants
and food between Belgium and China

Gil Houins, CEO of FASFC

The globalisation of the economy continues at a great pace. Belgian
businesses focus increasingly on exporting their products. The
Russian and Chinese markets have become very important markets
while on the other hand more and more Chinese products are impor-
ted into Belgium and other European countries.

The export of Belgian products can take place only when the authori-
ties and the business sector cooperate in a satisfactory way. Exporters
should gather prior information on the rules in force in the country of
destination, which is only possible if they have good contacts within
the importing country. Information on export requirements can be
obtained from the importer and the exporter may also seek assistance
from the regional export agencies - FIT, AWEX end BIE.

Animal and Plant health requirements

The Food Agency is in charge of the inspection of the imports/exports
of products of the food chain such as fertilizers, pesticides, animal
by-products, feed, live animals, plants and foodstuffs as well as orna-
mental plants and materials (such as kitchenware) that are intended
to come into contact with food.

The frequency and the nature of the Food Agency’s inspections are
based on a risk assessment. The Food Agency has been ISO certified
for its core processes, the inspection services and the laboratories.
The approach implemented by the Food Agency is highly thought-of
in other countries, which is an important card than can be played
when negotiating export requirements. Many countries are interested
in cooperating with the Food Agency or visiting the Agency to learn
more about its working practices in fact-finding missions.

The Food Agency issues certificates for products that are exported to
China. In 2012 the main products exported from Belgium to China
were dairy products, chocolate products and hides. In recent years
a spectacular increase in the amount of dairy products has been
observed.

Certain products, such as live animals, plants, plant products and
products of animal origin carry a heightened risk for the introduction
of diseases. China has specific animal or plant health requirements
for such products and requires that Belgium and the exporting busi-
nesses be approved before exports can start. This is a long process
that may take some years and requires close cooperation between
the Food Agency, the embassies supported by the export agencies
and the business sector in order to guarantee the effectiveness of the
preparatory work.

Chinese authorities send inspection teams to Belgium to assess the
Belgian inspection system and check if the businesses involved meet
their requirements. Generally, the export requirements agreed upon
after negotiation are laid down in a protocol as well as in a bilateral
export certificate. The requirements that must be met by the exporters
are available on the website of the food safety agency (www.favv.be)
in the form of country-specific instructions. Exporters must include
appropriate procedures in their self-checking system so that they can
guarantee compliance with the Chinese requirements if these are
different from those laid down in European and national legislation.
In the last few years the Food Agency has dealt with a number of
applications for opening the export market to China for products that
are not subject to specific (plant) health requirements.
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In May 2010 a protocol was signed between the AQSIQ and the Food
Agency on the export of pears. For that purpose, the Food Agency
had submitted an extensive application file in 2006 and supplied
supplementary information on Belgian pear production as well as on
plant disease control measures to the Chinese authorities, in coopera-
tion with the business sectors involved. After an intensive exchange of
information between both authorities and inspection visits by Chinese
delegations, Belgium was permitted to export pears to China. Belgian
pears are very much appreciated in China with more than 300 tons
of pears exported there last year.

In 2007 the Food Agency completed a questionnaire on the export of
pork and sent it to the AQSIQ. In 2008 the Food Agency received a
first inspection visit within the context of the export of pork to China.
During that visit the working practices of the entire sector were inspec-
ted. A protocol on the export of pork to China was signed on 7 April
2009. The Food Agency later received a second visit during which the
inspectors paid extra attention to the production of edible offal (pet-
titoes, ears, etc.). These products are in much demand by Chinese
consumers. The Food Agency sent extra information to the AQSIQ
as well as additional files on edible offal of a certain number of busi-
nesses. In November 2012 five Belgian businesses were permitted to
export pork to China excepting edible offal for the meantime. The first
containers arrived in China but were temporarily blocked because of
uncertainties regarding the pre-notification (pre-certification) of the
consignments. Thanks to good cooperation between the Chinese
representation in Belgium and in Europe, the Belgian Embassy in
China and the Food Agency, the teething troubles with this new flow
of exports were soon resolved.

Given the significant lack of bees for the pollination of crops in China,
the Belgium bumblebee sector was interested in exporting these
bees to China. The Food Agency submitted a draft certificate for the
export of bumblebees in February 2010. With bumblebee production
unknown in China, this certificate was based on the requirements for
the import of bees into China. The long quarantine period required
for bees could hardly be applied to bumble bees because of their
significantly shorter life cycle. To clarify this problem the AQSIQ made
an inspection visit in April 2012. In June 2012 the protocol was sig-
ned by the Belgian Ambassador to China. This event was witnessed
by Minister Reynders. After additional information was supplied and
a certificate and a list of certifying officers Belgian was allowed in
December 2012 to export bumble bees to China. The bumblebees
will be used for the pollination of farm crops in China.

In 2007 the Food Agency filed an application for the export of bovine
semen to China. The Chinese authorities carried out an inspection in
2011 following repeated contacts and the delegation was impressed
by the quality of the genetic material from Belgian producers. This can
without doubt be used to improve breeding programmes in China. By
the end of April 2012 a draft certificate as well as a list of certifying
officers was submitted. In May 2012 a protocol was signed. But,
as a consequence of the occurrence of the Schmallenberg virus in
Belgium, China placed an embargo on the exports. The Food Agency
is trying to persuade the Chinese authorities to lift the embargo
by putting forward scientific evidence, but until now to no avail. In
October 2012 the AQSIQ made a visit, organised by the European
Commission, to Belgium and Germany During the visit all measures
taken with respect to this new virus as well as the test methods used
were explained.

An application for the export of live horses was made in October
2005. Following repeated consultations, the Chinese authorities pro-
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ceeded with an inspection visit in September 2011. An agreement
was reached in September 2012 following negotiations on extra
requirements regarding the origin of the animals and vaccination
against the West Nile virus. The FASFC hopes that a protocol will be
signed by both countries as soon as possible so that horses may be
exported to China.

In June 2009 the Food Agency sent an application for the export of pig
gelatine. The Chinese authorities came to Belgium for an inspection
visit in September 2010. After the Food Agency had supplied a limited
list of certifying officers for the two businesses involved, it seemed
as if exports would soon be allowed. But in August 2012 the AQSIQ
unexpectedly required in addition that gelatine intended for export
to China be obtained from pigs born and raised in Belgium. Belgian
gelatine producers could not meet this additional requirement. As a
result the export of gelatin is not possible for now. The Agency will try
to solve this problem in coming meetings with the Chinese autorities
Finally, a Chinese audit team came to Belgium in January and visited
the Food Agency as well as four petfood manufacturers. It appeared
during the closing session of the inspection visit that the Chinese
authorities were satisfied with the working practices of the Food
Agency and the businesses visited. It is possible that within the fore-
seeable future Belgium will be recognised by China as a country from
which feed may be imported. A protocol must as yet be established
and signed and a bilateral certificate will be drawn up on the basis of
the agreements reached in the course of the inspection visit.

To facilitate exports, the Food Agency is developing BECERT, an IT
tool which will allow almost paperless handling of all demands for
certificates and, in the future, the exchange of electronic certificates.
The first version should be available by the end of the year.

Belgium as an important gateway for Chinese products to Europe

China is a major world trading power and has an extensive variety of
products to offer for export. As it is, the European market is one of
the greatest marketing areas for China, and Belgium is an important
gateway to the European Union. Large amounts of fish products,
honey, wood packaging materials, ceramic materials (kitchenware),
tea and plant products are imported from China into Europe through
Belgium.

As an inspection body for food and other products, the FASFC has
responsibility for the inspection of imported Chinese products. These
inspections are carried out at the European Union borders on the
basis of European regulations. The Agency performs documentary,
identity and physical checks in order to judge the compliance of
Chinese products with these regulations. Whenever necessary, appro-
priate and proportional action is taken such as returning the products,
authorising processing for other purposes or even destruction.

Due to certain problems in the past, some products such as milk, milk
products and rice are still subject to restrictions with regard to imports
into Europe. Yet the improvement of internal checks have made it
possible to add products to the list authorised in the European market
on a regular basis. And just as the Chinese authorities do in Europe,
the European Food and Veterinary Office regularly travels to China to
ascertain the progress made.

These efforts will make it possible to further increase the trade in food
and other animal products to and from China.

Transparency fosters mutual trust hetween Belgian and Chinese
authorities

Thanks to the numerous contacts made during the process of
handling exports files and during information visits, the competent
authorities of both countries are getting to know each other better. The
Food Agency attaches great importance to transparent communica-
tion and direct consultation because these are beneficial for mutual
trust and, hence, to trade activities between both countries. B

Any questions? Consult our website: www.favv.be/exportderdelanden/
contact your regional export agency or feel free to send queries by
mail to $4.pcch@favv.be.
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The New generation of top Chinese leaders —
2013 China’s new government

Xl Jinping
President of the People’s Republic of China

LI Yuanchao
Vice President of People’s Republic of China

ZHANG Dejiang

Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People’s
Congress

LI Kegiang

Premier of China’s State Council

YU Zhengsheng
Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)

Xl Jinping
Chairman of the Central Military Commission of the People’s
Republic of China

Fan Changlong
Vice chairman of the Central Military Commission of the
People’s Republic of China

Xu Qiliang
Vice chairman of the Central Military Commission of the
People’s Republic of China

ZHOU Qiang

President of the Supreme People’s Court

Cao Jianming
Procurator-general of the Supreme People’s Procuratorate

The new lineup of China's State Council, nominated by Premier Li Kegiang, was endorsed by lawmakers at the ongoing

national legislative session.

Zhang Gaoli, Liu Yandong, Wang Yang and Ma Kai were endorsed as vice premiers, with Yang Jing, Chang Wanquan,
Yang Jiechi, Guo Shengkun and Wang Yong as state councilors. Yang Jing was also appointed secretary-general of the
State Council.

The following is the list of the newly appointed officials:

Wang Yi, minister of foreign affairs

Chang Wanquan, minister of national defense

Xu Shaoshi, minister in charge of the National Development
and Reform Commission

Yuan Guiren, minister of education

Wan Gang, minister of science and technology

Miao Wei, minister of industry and information technology
Wang Zhengwei, minister in charge of state ethnic affairs
commission

Guo Shengkun, minister of public security

Geng Huichang, minister of state security

Huang Shuxian, minister of supervision

Li Liguo, minister of civil affairs

Wu Aiying, minister of justice
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Lou Jiwei, minister of finance

Yin Weimin, minister of human resources and social security
Jiang Daming, minister of land and resources

Zhou Shengxian, minister of environmental protection

Jiang Weixin, minister of housing and urban-rural development
Yang Chuantang, minister of transport

Chen Lei, minister of water resources

Han Changfu, minister of agriculture

Gao Hucheng, minister of commerce

Cai Wu, minister of culture

Li Bin, minister in charge of the National Health and Family
Planning Commission

Zhou Xiaochuan, governar of the People’s Bank of China

Liu Jiayi, auditor-general of the National Audit Office.
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NOTE FOR CORRECTION:

We would like to apologise sincerely to our readers for
the error which appeared in the previous Newsletter
regarding the CV of Mr Yu Zhengsheng, currently a
member of the Standing Committee of the Political

Bureau of the CPC Central Committee and Secretary
of the CPC Shanghai Municipal Committee. We are
republishing in this issue the corrected chapter, “The
new generation of top Chinese leaders”.

BCECC Newsletter

Xl Jinping (X

General Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of
China (CPC) General secretary, CPC
Central Committee; chairman, CPC
Central Military Commission.
Xl Jinping, born in June 1953, is
a male ethnic Han from Fuping,
Shaanxi Province. He entered the
workforce in January 1969 and joined
the Communist Party of China (CPC)
. in January 1974. He graduated from
the School of Humamtles and Social Sciences at Tsinghua
University with a major in Marxist theory and ideological and
political education, has an in-service postgraduate education
and holds the degree of Doctor of Laws.

Zhang Dejiang (7K £7T)

Zhang Dejiang, born in November
1946, is a male ethnic Han from
Tai'an, Liaoning Province. He entered
the workforce in November 1968 and
joined the CPC in January 1971. He
graduated from the Department of
Economics at Kim Il Sung University
in the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK) and has a university
education.

He is currently a member of the
Standing Commlttee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee, vice premier of the State Council and member of
its Leading Party Members’ Group, and secretary of the CPC
Chongging Municipal Committee.

Li Kegiang (Z= 7 5i1)

Li Kegiang, born in July 1955, is a
male ethnic Han from Dingyuan,
Anhui Province. He entered the
workforce in March 1974 and joined
the CPC in May 1976. He graduated
from the School of Economics at
Peking University with a major

in economics, has an in-service
postgraduate education and holds the
degree of Doctor of Economics.

He is currently a member of the
Standlng Commlttee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee, vice premier of the State Council and deputy
secretary of its Leading Party Members’ Group.

Yu Zhengsheng (i 1E )

Yu Zhengsheng, born in April 1945,
is a male ethnic Han from Shaoxing,
Zhejiang Province. He entered the
workforce in August 1963 and joined
the CPC in November 1964. He
graduated from the Department of
Missile Engineering at the Harbin
Military Engineering Institute with a
major in automatic control systems of
ballistic missiles. He is an engineer.
He is currently a member of the
Standlng Commlttee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee and secretary of the CPC Shanghai Municipal
Committee.

Zhang Gaoli (7K =11H)

Zhang Gaoli, born in November
1946, is a male ethnic Han from
Jinjiang, Fujian Province. He entered
the workforce in August 1970 and
joined the CPC in December 1973.
He graduated from the Department of
Economics at Xiamen University with
a major in planning and statistics.
He is currently a member of the
Standing Committee of the Political
e Bureau of the CPC Central Committee
and secretary of the CPC Tianjin Municipal Committee.

Liu Yunshan (X = 1l1)

Liu Yunshan, born in July 1947, is
a male ethnic Han from Xinzhou,
Shanxi Province. He entered the
workforce in September 1966 and
joined the CPC in April 1971. He
received a university education at the
Central Party School.
He is currently a member of
the Standing Committee of the
Political Bureau of the CPC Central

: Committee, member of its Secretariat
and head of its Publicity Department.

Wang Qishan (U 1lr)

Wang Qishan, born in July 1948, is
a male ethnic Han from Tianzhen,
Shanxi Province. He entered
workforce in January 1969 and
joined the CPC in February 1983.
He graduated from the University
Regular Class at the Department

of History at Northwest University,
China, with a major in history. He is a
senior economist.

He is currently a member of the
Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee, secretary of the Central Commission for Discipline
Inspection, vice premier of the State Council and member of
its Leading Party Members’ Group.
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Infochina //

From now, we publish in each issue a Chinese economic information
column with the support of the Xinhua News Agency.

FACTBOX: China’s economic and social development in 2012

BEIJING, Feb. 22 (Xinhua) -- China’s National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) on Friday released a report on the country’s economic and social
development in 2012.

Xie Hongguang, deputy chief of the NBS, said the report highlights steady
and relatively fast economic growth, the continuous optimization of the
country’s economic structure and progress in improving people’s livelihood.
The following are some important figures on China’s social and economic
development in 2012:
-- China’s gross domestic product (GDP) expanded 7.8 percent year on
year to 51.93 trillion yuan (8.26 trillion U.S. dollars).
-- China’s consumer price index (CPI), the main gauge of inflation, rose 2.6
percent year on year, below the government’s target of 4 percent.
-- By the end of the year, 54 cities in a statistical pool of 70 major cities
tracked by the NBS saw home prices rise month on month.
-- By the end of the year, 767.04 million people were employed in China,
including 371 million people employed in cities.
-- A total of 12.66 million jobs were added in cities. The registered urban
unemployment rate stood unchanged from the previous year at 4.1
percent.
-- The number of rural migrant workers had increased 3.9 percent to
262.61 million by the end of last year, accounting for 19.39 percent of the
country’s total population.
-- China’s foreign reserves totaled 3.31 trillion U.S. dollars by the end of the
year, marking a year-on-year increase of 130.4 billion U.S dollars.
-- The Chinese currency, the yuan, strengthened 0.25 percent year-on-year
to 6.2855 against the U.S. dollar by the year’s end.
-- China’s fiscal revenues grew 12.8 percent year on year to 11.72 trillion
yuan. Tax revenues contributed 10.06 trillion yuan, an increase of 12.1
percent year on year.
-- China’s grain output rose 3.2 percent from a year earlier to 589.57 million
tonnes, marking the ninth consecutive year of growth.
-- Grain crop areas in China totaled 111.27 million hectares, up 0.62
percent from a year earlier.
-- Industrial value-added output rose 7.9 percent from a year earlier to
19.99 trillion yuan.
-- Fixed-asset investment rose 20.3 percent year on year to 37.47 trillion
yuan.
-- Retail sales of consumer goods rose 14.3 percent to 21.03 trillion yuan.
Sales in urban areas grew 14.3 percent, while the figure for rural areas
surged 14.5 percent.
-- The total foreign trade volume rose 6.2 percent year on year to 3.87
trillion U.S. dollars. The country’s trade surplus stood at 231.1 billion U.S.
dollars, up 76.2 billion U.S. dollars from a year earlier.
-- Foreign direct investment into China dropped 3.7 percent to 111.7 billion
U.S. dollars.
-- China’s broad money supply (M2), which covers cash in circulation and
all deposits, increased 13.8 percent from a year earlier to 97.4 trillion yuan.
-- The narrow measure of money supply (M1), which covers cash in
circulation plus that in current corporate deposits, climbed 6.5 percent to
30.9 trillion yuan.

-- The total population stood at 1.354 billion people by the end of the
year, up 6.69 million year on year.
-- The urban population reached 711.82 million, accounting for 52.6
percent of the country’s total, up 1.3 percentage points from a year earlier.
-- Urban residents’ per capita disposable income expanded 12.6 percent
year on year to 24,565 yuan.
-- The per capita net income of rural residents rose 13.5 percent to 7,917
yuan. //

Report predicts 8-pct China Q1 economic growth

BEIING, Feb. 27 (Xinhua) -- China’s economic growth will continue to
rebound moderately in the first quarter this year amid the government’s
pro-growth policy and a slowly recovering global economy, according to a
think tank report released on Wednesday.

The State Information Center (SIC) said in the report that the country’s
gross domestic product will grow 8 percent year on year in the January-
March period, following the rising momentum seen in the last quarter of
2012.

The SIC forecasted that investment, especially in infrastructure construction,
will provide major impetus for economic expansion this year, citing the
likelihood of massive follow-up investment in 2013 after the 30.9 trillion
yuan (4.92 trillion U.S. dollars) pumped into newly approved projects last
year.

In breakdown, investment in fixed assets will jump 21 percent year on year
in the first quarter, with infrastructure construction expected to attract 20
percent more funds than that of the same period last year.

In addition, property investment will increase 16 percent year on year in the
first quarter amid the warming housing market and tightening curbs like
property tax and purchase restrictions.

The report also predicted year-on-year growth of 8 percent and 6 percent
in export and import, respectively, lifted by the slight pick-up in the
world economy but still challenged by uncertainties resulting from the
appreciation of the yuan.

Industrial output will grow by 10.5 percent year on year in the first quarter,
with the heavy industry up 10.9 percent and light industry up 9.6 percent,
according to the report.

Meanwhile, the consumer price index, a main gauge of inflation, is
expected to grow 2.6 percent driven by relaxed market liquidity and rising
production costs, the center said.

The center also advised the government to implement a steady monetary
policy, step up the internationalization of the yuan and shut down backward
production facilities in a bid to address the current economic risks./

3rd LD-Writethru-China Focus: Home price rises accelerate in Chinese cities
BEUING, Feb. 22 (Xinhua) -- Home prices kept rising at a quicker pace
in major Chinese cities in January, underscoring the need for government
measures to cool the property market, data released Friday shows.

Of a statistical pool of 70 major Chinese cities monitored by the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), 53 cities saw home prices increase within 2.2
percent in January from a month earlier. In December, 54 cities recorded
increases with a growth margin of no more than 1.2 percent.

New home prices in first-tier cities including Beijing, Shanghai, Guangzhou
and Shenzhen rose 2.1 percent, 1.3 percent, 2.0 percent and 2.2 percent,
respectively, on a month-on-month basis, marking a quicker pace of
growth than in December.

On a year-on-year basis, 53 cities registered rising prices, with the growth
rate taking a drastic jump to 4.7 percent from the 2.4-percent rise recorded
in December, the NBS said in a statement on its website.

Liu Jianwei, a senior statistician with the NBS, attributed the sharper price
increase in January to two factors: property developers phasing out sales
promotions after prior discounts had taken effect and buyers cashing in
amid intensifying worries about future price rises.

At 4.7 percent, new home prices in Guangzhou recorded the largest
year-on-year growth, followed by Urumgi and Beijing. The eastern city of
Wenzhou saw housing prices plunge 10.1 percent year on year in January,
according to the NBS.

Since 2010, the Chinese government has adopted a range of measures,
including restricting third-home purchases and introducing property
tax trials, to reel in the runaway real estate market, which has been the
country’s key economic driver in recent years.
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However, home prices started to rebound unexpectedly in the second
half of 2012, shored up by the country’s pro-growth policies, including
two consecutive interest rate cuts and the lowering of banks’ reserve
requirement ratio.

Amid the increasingly warming property market, the State Council, China’s
cabinet, reaffirmed its stance on Wednesday, saying it will strictly implement
and improve measures to tighten the housing market and ensure that the
policies remain steady. //

China Focus: How to feed China as farmers move to cities?

BEIJING, March 4 (Xinhua) -- China’s seasoned farmers are busy searching
for helping hands ahead of the spring planting, as their own children are
heading to cities amid the country’s urbanization wave.

Right after the Spring Festival in February, 62-year-old Liang Shuhua of
Nong'an County, Jilin Province, watched his two sons depart for work in
cities, leaving about 1 hectare of farmland at home unattended.

Liang's two sons are among China’s 263 million migrant workers, and as
many as 163 million work in cities that are far from their rural homes.

China’s urban population hit 711.82 million by the end of 2012, accounting
for 52.6 percent of the country’s total, up 1.3 percentage points from a year
earlier, according to the National Bureau of Statistics.

Fast paces of urbanization and industrialization have put China’s grain
supply and demand in a «tight balance,» according to analysts.

This was echoed in a blue paper released in January by the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, which pinpointed the labor force as a key
factor restricting China’s agricultural development.

Urbanization consumes high-quality arable land and sucks up the rural
labor force, pushing up labor costs, explained Han Jun, deputy chief of the
Development Research Center of the State Council, China’s cabinet.
Moreover, more grain is needed to produce animal feed to satisfy China’s
growing appetite for meat as the population’s dietary structure changes,
Han added.

At a key economic work conference in December, the central government
vowed to take «active and steady» steps to promote urbanization in China,
as it will help unleash the country’s enormous consumption potential. //
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On January 18, 2013, BCECC organized the Member Reunion Lunch at Chateau Sainte-Anne/Sint-Anna Kasteel
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On February 20, 2013, Brussels Enterprises Commerce & Industry (Beci) co-organized with BCECC the first Young
Professionals Networking Night in Brussels.
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On March 5, 2013, BCECC and the Belgium-Hong Kong Society (BHKS) organized the networking event with a
business delegation from Hong Kong at Sheraton Brussels Alrport Hotel.
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On March 15, 2013, BCECC organized a Book presentation of « Un parcours improbable » by BCECC's Vice-
President, Henri Lederhandler at Club Van Lotharingen/Cercle de Lorraine in Brussels.

20134E3 15 H, P o fifi i 26/RVAN  LOTHARINGEN/LORRAINEAR SR 28 p 254t (R [R] S35 I N BB AR) — A4
I

BELGIAN-
OF COM
=& 20

MAR. 2013 #27 // 20134F3 ] #527H)



BCECC'S PATRON
MEMBERS 2013

BCECC'S PUBLICATION tbrh&2 5t Ze iy iliR

Useful addresses //

BELGIUM:

Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs,
Foreign Trade & Development Cooperation
Mrs. Jehanne Roccas, Head of the Desk Asia
Mr. Jan Hoogmartens, China Desk

Rue des Petits Carmes, 15
Karmelietenstraat, 15

B-1000 Brussels

FEDERAL EXPORT AGENCY

Mr. Mark Bogaerts, Managing Director
Mrs. Fujii-Lhoost, Director General Adjoint
Rue Montoyerstraat, 3

B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2/206.35.11

Fax: 432 2/203.18.12

E-mail: info@abh-ace.org
www.abh-ace.org

BRUSSELS INVEST & EXPORT

Mr. Jacques Evrard, Managing Director
Mr. Emmanuel De Beughem, Business
Development Manager

Avenue Louise, 500/4

Louizalaan, 500/4

B-1050 Brussels

Te |.: +32 2/800.40.00

Fax: +32 2/800.40.01

E-mail: info@brusselsinvestexport.be
www.brusselsinvestexport.be

FLANDERS INVESTMENT AND TRADE (FIT)
Ms. Claire Tillekaerts, Acting CEO

Mrs. Michele Surinx, Area Manager Asia
(exporting from Flanders)

Mr. John Verzeele, Business Development
Manager Asia (investing in Flanders)
Rue Gaucheretstraat, 90

B-1030 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2/504.87.11

Fax: +32 2/504.88.99

E-mail: info@fitagency.be
www.fitagency.be/site/landing.nsf/NL
Invest in Flanders:
www.investinflanders.com/ch/home/
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WALLONIA EXPORT AND FOREIGN
INVESTMENT AGENCY (AWEX)

Mr. Philippe Suinen, CEO

Mr. Michel Kempeneers,

Director Asia-Pacific

Mr. Thomas Ronse, Market Analyst —
Asia-Pacific

Place Sainctelette, 2, Saincteletteplein
B-1080 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2/421.82.11

Fax: +32 2/421.87.87

E-mail: mail@awex.be
www.wallonia-export.be,
www.investinwallonia.be

CHINESE EMBASSY IN BELGIUM
H.E. Mr. Liao Ligiang, Ambassador
Avenue de Tervueren, 443-445
Tervurenlaan, 443-445

B-1150 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2/771.14.97

Fax: +32 2/779.28.95

E-mail: shen_si@mfa.gov.cn
www.chinaembassy-org.be/eng/

CHINESE MISSION TO EUROPEAN UNION
H.E. Mr. Wu Hailong, Ambassador
Boulevard de la Woluwe, 100
Woluwelaan, 100

B-1200 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2/772.95.72

Fax: +32 2/771.34.15

E-mail: chinamission_eu@mfa.gov.cn
www.chinamission.be/eng/

HONG KONG ECONOMIC AND TRADE OFFICE
Mrs. Mary Chow

Special Representative for Hong Kong
Rue d'Arlon, 118

Aarlenstraat, 118

B-1040 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2/775.00.88

Fax: +32 2/770.09.80

E-mail: general@hongkong-eu.org
www.hongkong-eu.org/

CHINA COUNCIL FOR THE PROMOTION OF
INTERNATIONAL TRADE (CCPIT)
Mr. Ye Bing

Chief representative

131, Avenue Gustave Demey ,
1160 Bruxelles,

Belgique

Tel: 32-2-6757865

Fax: 32-2-6757189

E-mail : yebing@ccpit.org
www.ccpit.org

BEIJING

BRUSSELS INVEST & EXPORT , EMBASSY
OF BELGIUM

Linda HENG

Tourism and Investment Promotion Officer
6 San Li Tun Lu, Beijing 100600,

PR China

Tel.: +86 10/65.32.32.62

Fax: +86 10/65.32.66.96

Mobil: +86 13911937477

EMBASSY OF BELGIUM IN BEIJING

H.E. Mr. Patrick Nijs, Ambassador
San Li Tun Lu, 6

CN-100600 Beijing

Tel.: +86 10/65.32.17.36/37/38

Fax: +86 10/65.32.50.97

E-mail: Beijing@diplobel.org
www.diplomatie.be/BEIJING/

Invest in Belgium: www.invest.belgium.be
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ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF FLANDERS
IN BEUJING

Mr. Hubert Cooleman, Trade
Commissioner

San Li Tun Lu, 6

CN-100600 Beijing

Tel.: +86 10/65.32.49.64

Fax: +86 10/65.32.68.33

E-mail: beijing@fitagency.com
www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF WALLONIA
& BRUSSELS REGIONS IN BEUING

Mrs. Emmanuelle Dienga, Trade Commissioner
San Li Tun Lu, 6

CN-100600 Beijing

Tel.: +86 10/65.32.66.95

Fax: +86 10/65.32.66.96

E-mail: awexbrubeijing@188.com
www.wallonia-export.be,
www.investinwallonia.be

CHENGDU

H.BCECC Chengdu EL i 2 B RFAL
Mrs. Eileen Wang, Office Manager

6F, West Building, La Defense,
No.1480 Tianfu Avenue, Post code:
610042,Chengdu, Sichuan, P.R.China,
Tel:+86 28 85336682

Mobile:+86 13880149505

Fax:+86 28 85336767

Email: bceccchengdu@gmail.com

SHANGHAI

CONSULATE GENERAL OF BELGIUM IN
SHANGHAI

H.E. Cathy Buggenhout, Consul General
Wu Yi Road, 127

CN-200050 Shanghai

Tel.: +86 21/64.37.65.79

Fax: +86 21/64.37.70.41

E-mail: Shanghai@diplobel.org
www.diplomatie.be/shanghai/

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF FLANDERS
IN SHANGHAI

Ms. Sara Deckmyn, Trade Commissioner
Wu Yi Road, 127

CN-200050 Shanghai

Tel.: +86 21/64.37.84.67

Fax: +86 21/64.37.75.74

E-mail: shanghai@fitagency.com
www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF WALLONIA
REGION IN SHANGHAI

Mr. Stephano Smars, Trade Commissioner
Jacqueline ZOU Xiaoping, Investments
Representative - China

Wu Yi Road, 127

CN-200050 Shanghai

Tel.: +86 21/64.37.92.34

Fax: +86 21/64.37.70.83

E-mail: awexsh@188.com

www.awex.be

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF BRUSSELS
CAPITAL REGION IN SHANGHAI

Mr. Stefano Missir di Lusignano, Trade
Commissioner

Wu Yi Road, 127

CN-200050 Shanghai

Tel.: +86 21/64.37.52.24

Fax: +86 21/64.37.65.41

E-mail: mail@brussels-china.com
www.brussels-export.be
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HONGKONG

CONSULATE GENERAL OF BELGIUM
IN HONG KONG

H.E. Evert Marechal

St. John’s Building (9th Floor)
33, Garden Road (Central)
CN-Hong Kong China

Tel: +852 25/24.31.11

Fax: +852 28/68.59.97
www.diplomatie.be/hongkong

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF FLANDERS
& BRUSSELS IN HONG KONG

Mr. Siegfried Verheijke, Trade Commissioner
c/o Consulate General of Belgium

St. John’s Building 9/F

33, Garden Road, Central

CN-Hong Kong China

Tel.: +852 2/523.22.46

Fax: +852 2/524.74.62

E-mail: hongkong@fitagency.com
www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF WALLONIA
REGION IN HONG KONG

Mr. Xavier Schreiber, Trade Commissioner
c/o Consulate General of Belgium

St. John’s Building (9th Floor)

33, Garden Road (Central)

CN-Hong Kong China

Tel.: +852 25/37.57.62

Fax: +852 25/37.58.34

E-mail: awexhk@netvigator.com
www.awex.be

GUANGZHOU

CONSULATE GENERAL OF BELGIUM IN
GUANGZHOU

H.E. Mr. Johan D’Halleweyn, Consul
General

Room 1601, Office Tower, Citic Plaza,
233, Tian He Bei Lu

CN-510613 Guangzhou

Tel.: +86 20/83.31.18.96

E-mail: Johan.DHalleweyn@diplobel.fed.be
www.diplomatie.be/guangzhou/

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF FLANDERS
IN GUANGZHOU

Mr. Tony Zhang, Trade Deputy

Room 1601-1602A, Office Tower, Citic
Plaza,

233, Tian He Bei Lu

CN-510613 Guangzhou

Tel: +86 20/38770463, +86 20/38770493
Fax: +86 20/38770462

E-mail: guangzhou@fitagency.com
www.flandersinvestmentandtrade.com

ECONOMIC REPRESENTATION OF WALLONIA
REGION IN GUANGZHOU

Mr. Yves Dubus, Trade Commissioner
Mrs. Catherine Huang Chen,

Trade Secretary

c/o Consulate-General of Belgium

in Guangzhou

Room 1601, Office Tower, Citic Plaza,

233 Tianhe Bei Lu - CN-510613 Guangzhou
Tel.: +86 20/38.77.17.68

Fax: +86 20/38.77.14.83

E-mail: awexgz@pub.guangzhou.gd.cn
www.wallonia-export.be,
www.investinwallonia.be
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